55. FALLING INTO LINE
Thanks to the action of the Rand Pioneers, the Church Council of
Johannesburg has awakened to a sense of their duty. A deputation re-
presenting the Council has waited on Lord Selborne on the question of
the Native land tenure in the Transvaal to urge upon His Excellency
the desirability of not tampering with the rights of the Natives as they
existed before the war. The Attorney-General of the Transvaal has shown
how the Native was free to own land in the Transvaal before the war.
He was able even to cite an instance when the late President Kruger1
informed certain petitioners, who wanted to curtail the rights of the Natives
regarding land, that he could not comply with their request. It is true
that the Natives were not, in practice, allowed to have their titles regis-
tered in their own names, but as the Attorney-General has clearly shewn,
the registration of a Native tide in the name of the Commissioner
for Native Affairs did not clothe that official with any discretionary power.
He was bound to take transfer in his name in trust for a Native and
was equally bound to take in any other Native as a cestui que trust at
the instance of the original holder. In reply to the clamour of the anti-
Native agitators led by Sir George Farrar,2 Sir Richard Solomon has,
much against his own inclinations, promised to introduce legislation to
legalise the practice of registration of Native titles in favour of the Com-
missioner for Native Affairs. Against this, the Rand Pioneers have again
commenced an agitation. They insist on the Native Commissioner having
the power to refuse to act as trustee. If the request were granted, it
would undoubtedly take away from the right of the Native to hold land
as it existed before the war.
It is against agitation of this nature that the Church Council has
raised its voice. The deputation led by Mr, Hosken made it clear to Lord
Selborne that the treatment the Coloured races have been receiving in the
Transvaal since British occupation is worse than before. He and his fel-
low-members also showed that the war was justified in the opinion of
many because they considered it a war of emancipation. The Rev. Mr.
Philips said that he went at his own expense to England to preach the
crusade because he could not bear the hardships that were inflicted under
the Boer regime on the Coloured races. But the reverend gentleman now
found that these races were no better off under the British rule.
Lord Selborne's reply was as was to be expected. He had not suffi-
ciently studied the question. He could not, therefore, pronounce an opi-
nion. But His Excellency added:
If in  any respect the British   administration  is unjust to  the Native,
1 Stephanus Johannes Paulus Kruger, (1825-1904), Boer leader, President of the Trans-
vaal, 1883-1900
2 A nominated member of the Legislative Council of the Transvaal.